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of the Absolute. This Avidyd is derived through an act of self-
veiling from Maya which is a principle of Knowledge-Ignorance
and which functions as a transition-link or passage between the
higher sphere of pure Knowledge and the lower sphere of
Ignorance. Mdyd in its turn is derived from the Superm-ind
through an act of self-veiling of its projecting consciousness.

It is evident from the foregoing account of Sri Aurobindo's
views about the nature of the Absolute and about the principles
which lead to its cosmic self-manifestation, that they bear a
striking resemblance to the account of ultimate principles as
given in the Tantras. According to both the Sarhkhya and the
Sankara-Vedanta, the primordial source and fundamental stuff
of the universe is an intrinsically unconscious principle. It is
the very opposite of the Chit or pure consciousness. Whatever
consciousness we find in the highest modifications of Prakrti or
Mdyd such as the intellect and the mind is only a sort of reflected
consciousness (Chiddbhdsa) which is borrowed from the con-
sciousness of the Spirit. Sri Aurobindo agrees with the Tantra
that the materia prima of the world is a form of Consciousness
itself and that the creative power is the power of Consciousness.
Consciousness at rest is Chit-svarupa and consciousness in action
or in creative dynamism is Chidrupini Sakti, and the two are
essentially in undistinguishable union with each other (Sir John
Woodroffe's Shakti and Shakta, pp. 175-6). According to the
Tantra, Mdyd is derived from the Chii-Sakti and the apparently
unconscious Prakrti is derived from Mdyd and her five kanchukas
or offshoots such as Kdia (Time), Niyati (Order), Vidyd (Knowl-
edge), Rdga (Interest), and Kald (Power). Similarly, Sri Auro-
bindo holds that even the inconscient stuff and basis of the
material world is not the complete negation of consciousness but
is rather consciousness in a state of self-concealment. Incon-
science is only consciousness fallen asleep. Avidya or Ignorance
is not, according to Sri Aurobindo, an objective falsehood in-
compatible with the essence of the Spirit; it is rather "a play
of the spirit's own self-manifesting Omniscience" (The Life
Divine, Vol. II, p. 415); it is some self-absorbed concentration of
Tapas, of Consciousness-Force in action on a separate movement
of the Force {Ibid, p. 435). This Ignorance is derived through
a purposeful act of self-veiling from Mdyd which Sri Aurobindo
calls the Overmind that "covers as with the wide wings of some
creative Oversoul this whole lower hemisphere of Knowledge-
Ignorance, (and also) links it with the greater Truth-consciousness
(of Saccidananda)". Between the Mind as we know it and the
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